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Phonics 

Week 1: ear, air, ure, er 

Every day, before you begin each phonics lesson remember to practice your tricky words. 

Click on the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-

lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO&index=3 and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-

lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO&index=1  

Can you sing along to the song? Can you write a list of the different tricky words featured in 

the song? Try watching the video with the sound off. Which tricky words can you read on 

your own? 

This term our Tricky Words are: said, do, have, there, like, little, when, come, were, what, 

some, one, what, so, out,  

 

Lesson 1 

This term we are recapping and reviewing the phase 3 sounds we learnt last term.   

Today’s sound is ‘ear’ watch the video to hear and see the sound ‘ear’  

what words can you think of that have this sound?  

Click the link to learn the ‘ear’ song  

Think about the ‘ear’ sound and practise saying this in different voices: can you say it like a 

robot, alien, loud, quiet? Now, practice writing the sound using your pen and paper. Can 

you write it three times?  

Next, use your sounds to play roll and say and read the sentences below.  

 

Reception Home Learning 

Week beginning: Monday 19th April 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO&index=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvq9bdm/articles/z4p3pg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-7K5sdogCg
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Using your sounds, can you write a label for each picture:  

 
Lesson 2:  

Today’s sound is ‘ure’ what words can you think of that have the sound ‘ure’?  

Listen to the ‘ure’ video 

Think about the ‘ure’ sound and practise saying this in different voices: can you say it like a 

robot, alien, loud, quiet? Now, practice writing the sound using your pen and paper. Can 

you write it three times?  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Tqh_9VGq6o
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Next, use your sounds to read the words and sentences below. Highlight the ‘ure’ words.  List 

the ‘ure’ words you find. 

 
Draw sound buttons (.) and (-) under the ‘ure words. The first word is done for you. 
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Lesson 3:  

Watch YouTube alphablocks to practise the sounds of the week ‘ear’, ‘ure’, ‘air’ 

 Phonics ‘air’ sound to practise: 

Watch and learn about the ‘air’ sound  

Think about the ‘air’ sound and practise saying this in different voices: can you say it like a 

robot, alien, loud, quiet? Now, practice writing the sound using your pen and paper. Can 

you write it three times?  

 

Next, use your sounds to read the words below.  Add the sound buttons to each of the 

words.  The first one is done for you. 

 
Using your sounds, can you write a label for each picture:  

 
 

 

Lesson 4: 

Learn the Jolly phonics song for ‘er’  

Here is the ‘er’ video.  Can you use your new sound knowledge to read the ‘er’ words? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CN0vbgpCThI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvq9bdm/articles/zj39382
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzQfduGDMPg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvq9bdm/articles/zvmnmfr
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swimmer hammer better 

letter fern sister 
 

Label the pictures using your letters and sounds. 

      
 

 

 

Literacy 

Week 1: Exploring the core text  

Lesson 1 

LI: To predict  

StS:  

• Listen to the story 

• Think about what I might do 

• Say what you think might happen next (predict) 

• Give reasons for my ideas 

Lesson 1: 

 

If there was just one cupcake on the plate and everybody in your family 

was hungry and wanted it.  What would you do?  

 

Our new core text, ‘The squirrels who squabbled’ explores just what can happen if 

there is just one nut left on the tree and its nearly time to hibernate! 
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In a towering forest, where summer had 

been.  The cool air bit fresh and the mosses 

grew green. And as autumn edged in and 

the sky raged red.  The sleepiest creatures 

got ready for bed. Croached overhead was 

a flighting young squirrel. Who everyone 

knew as ‘Spontaneous Cyril’. 

Now, most foresty folk had seen to their 

needs, Through the plentify months of 

mushrooms and seeds.  They’d built up their 

stores so they’d all be well fed. Through the 

frosting of winter that glittered ahead. But 

Cyril, he lived in the NOW and HERE. He’d 

adventured and partied his way through the 

year. So his cupboard was empty, his hollow 

was bare. He hadn’t a mouthful of food 

ANYWHERE. 

  
BUT WAIT! What was that? Over there! Take 

a look! A signle pine-cone, wedged in a 

nook! He squealed with delight – and for 

very good reason.  For inside were the Very. 

Last. Nuts. Of. The. Season. 

So as Cyril set off on his way to the ground, 

Bruce, he was also LAST-PINE-CONE-bound!  

They sprinted and scurried – with no time to 

gamble, They scratched at the bark in their 

scampering scramble. But their panic and 

haste shook the tips of the spruce, And the 

pine-cone, it trembled and then…IT CAME 

LOOSE! 

What do you think will happen next in the story? 

Will the squirrels be like you and your family considering the last cupcake? 

 



           
 

 

Collaboration Matters   Excellence in Everything   Community First   Equity for Everyone   Continuous Growth 

 

Activity: 

Draw a picture of your prediction and label your drawing with a caption 

explaining what you think will happen next.  

 

You can use the sentence stems to help you: 

I think…because…       I predict…because…    If I was the squirrel I would…because… 
 

Lesson 2 

LI: To create and alternative ending  

StS:  

• Listen to the story 

• Order events (beginning, middle, end) 

• Imagine my own story ending 

Lesson 2:  

 

We have learnt about the structure of a story.  There 

is a beginning, middle and end.  The story mountain 

helps us see each of the parts. 

 

Listen to the story The Squirrels who Squabbled.  

What do you think the beginning, middle and end of 

the story is? 

 

What was the problem in the story?  How was the problem resolved? 

 

Activity: 

Can you think of an alternative resolution? Use the story mountain to retell the beginning and 

middle of the story and add your own resolution (ending). 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUxkmQKdTwQ
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Lesson 3   

LI: To describe a character   

StS:  

• Think about what is the same/different 

• Describe how a character looks 

• Describe how a character behaves 

Lesson 3: 

In the story we meet two characters Cyril and Bruce. Listen to the story again The Squirrels 

who Squabbled and think about how the characters are the same and different. 

 
 

Label each squirrel with words to describe their personality and the way they look. 

Cyril  

 

Bruce 

 
  

 

Cyril Bruce 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUxkmQKdTwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUxkmQKdTwQ
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Lesson 4  

LI: Retell the story 

StS:  

• Tell the story in order, from beginning to end 

• Speak in a loud clear voice 

• Use actions to help tell the story 

Lesson 4: 

Can you use some of these actions to help you tell the story? 

 
 

Once you are confident in your story telling abilities ask your grownup to record you telling 

your story and then share it on Tapestry.  

Remember to use your story telling language, 

Once upon a time… Unfortunately… Luckily… The end… 

 

 

Activity: 

In the story the pine cone goes on lots of adventures.  Use your knowledge of the story to 

help you complete the pine cone journey challenge. 
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Maths 

Week 1: Measurement 

LI: To explore height 

StS:  

• Look carefully at objects 

• Describe objects using the language -tall, short 

• Compare objects using language - taller, shorter, tallest, shortest 

Lesson 1: 

We can start talking about height using the language tall and short. 

   

The tower is tall. 

The dice is short. 

Bear has been challenged 

to build a tower taller than 

the green tower.  Bear’s 

tower is taller because it uses 

more cubes. 

Fox has been challenged to 

build a tower shorter than 

the green tower. Fox’s tower 

is shorter because it uses 

fewer cubes.  

 
Who has the tallest tower?  Who has the shortest tower? 

 

Remember 

We might say that an object is bigger or smaller than something else but we need to use 

our specific maths language when we are talking about height – tall, short, taller, 

shorter, tallest, shortest. 

 

Look at the piles of bricks the animals have.  Who do you think will have the tallest 

tower?  Who will have the shortest tower?  Who will have a shorter tower than panda?  

Who will have a taller tower than pig? 
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We can check by counting the cubes.  Who has more cubes?  Who has fewer? 

 

 

 

Frog’s tower is tall. 

Pig’s tower is short. 

Frog’s tower is the tallest. 

Pig’s tower is the shortest. 

Panda’s tower is shorter than Frog’s. 

Frog’s tower is taller than Panda’s. 

 

Activity: 

Use a dice and some cubes (lego, building blocks etc).   

First roll a dice and see how many cubes you will need. 

Challenge yourself to build a tower taller and 

shorter than your first tower.  You can repeat 

this challenge. 

 

If you enjoyed learning about tall and short.  

You might enjoy the story ‘Tall’ by Jez 

Alborough. 

Click on the link to listen to the story and learn a tall and small song. 

 

 

 

LI: to measure height 

StS: 

• Use the language of height – tall, short, taller, shorter, tallest, shortest 

• Use cubes to measure the height of objects 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4FljAIGfe4
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• Compare the height of objects 

Lesson 2: 

 

  

Jasper the cat does some spring planting.  

Listen to the story and hear how his seed 

grows. 

Jasper’s bean stalk has inspired our learning today.  I planted a seed like Jasper but I 

planted a sunflower seed.  Just like Jasper’s beanstalk it took a long time to grow.  Look 

at my pictures which show how my sunflower grew.  What do you notice is happening to 

the sunflower? 

   
It has grown from short to tall, it grew taller and taller, like the beanstalk in Jasper’s 

beanstalk.  To help me find out how tall my sunflower grew I used cubes.  They had to 

be the same size to make my measuring accurate.  Look at my sunflower measuring 

using the cubes.  What do you notice about the amount of cubes I needed as it grew? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jemrWJX7xJo
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First the sunflower was 2 

cubes tall. 

Then the sunflower was 3 

cubes tall.  It is taller. 

Finally the sunflower was 6 

cubes tall.  It is much taller. 

 

Activity: 

You might like to plant your own sunflower seed and watch it grow.  Like my sunflower it 

might take a long time so we need to be patient.  You 

could measure the height of your sunflower using cubes 

too.  If you keep the cube towers each time you measure, 

you will see how your sunflower has got taller and taller. 

 

In your family there will be people of different heights.  

Compare the heights of people in your household.  You 

could use blocks or pencils, maybe you have a tape 

measure you can measure how tall everybody is.  I 

wonder who is the tallest and shortest member of your 

household?  

 

LI: To explore length 

StS:  

• Look carefully at objects 

• Describe length using the language -long, short 

• Compare length using language - long, shorter, longest, shortest 

Lesson 3: 

Frog and Chicken have a ribbon each, what 

do you notice? 

Frog’s ribbon is longer than the Chick’s.  The 

Frog has more ribbon than the Chick. 

Chick’s ribbon is shorter than the Frog’s. The 

Chick has less ribbon than the Frog.  
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We can compare the length of objects by measuring them.  The paperclips are the 

same size so when comparing length they are a fair way to measure the ribbon.  How 

many paperclips long is Frog’s ribbon?  How many paperclips long is Chick’s ribbon?   

  

Who has the longer ribbon?  Who has the 

shorter ribbon? How do you know? 

What do you notice about Panda and 

Fox’s ribbons? 

Frog’s ribbon is 6 paperclips long.  Chick’s 

ribbon is 3 paperclips long.  6 is more than 

3 so Frog’s ribbon is the longest. 3 is less 

than 6 so Chick’s ribbon is the shortest. 

When objects are the same length then 

they are equal in length. 

 

Activity: 

Can you make some playdough snakes which are different 

lengths?  You could use some objects you have at home 

which are the same such as pasta to compare the length of 

your snakes. 

 

Use the sentence stems to describe what you can see.  Can 

you make any snakes equal in length? 

_____ is longer than ______. 

_____ is shorter than ______. 

 

_____ is the longest. 

_____ is the shortest. 

Playdough recipe 

You will need: 2 cups plain flour, 1 cup salt, 1 tbs oil, 1 cup cold water, 2 drops liquid 

food colouring 

Method:  

First mix plain flour and salt. Then add water, food colouring and oil. Next mix until 

ingredients are combined. After that knead well. Finally, if the consistency is too wet add 

a little plain flour. 
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LI: to measure length 

StS: 

• Use key words to describe length – long, short, longer, shorter, longest, shortest 

• Compare length using toys 

• Record my learning using pictures and words  

Lesson 4: 

We have explored length by measuring objects using paperclips.  Explore length using 

everyday objects that you have at home.  Use the sentence stems to support you 

talking about your learning. 

____ is long.     ____ is short.    ____ is longer.   ____ is shorter. 

____ is the longest.  ___ is the shortest.  ____ is longer than ____. ____ is shorter than ____. 

 

Adults could provide a collection of socks of different sizes (including dolls', baby and 

adult socks, long socks and short socks) to sort into pairs.  Use the language of length to 

talk about each of the socks and compare them. 

The Activity 

Set up a long washing line with pegs and a washing basket of different sized socks, so 

that children can find pairs and peg them up. For this activity the focus is on size and 

length, rather than colour or pattern, providing 

opportunities for comparing and ordering. Include 

some odd socks.  Why do you think some socks are not 

a pair? 

 

You could:  

Peg all the pairs up in size order. 

Find socks for dolls or teddies, or the members of your 

family – how do you know they are the right size? 

 

 

Understanding the World & Arts and Design 
 Context: Exploring animals in our world 

In our class story Cyril and Bruce are chasing food to store.  

Create your own bird/squirrel feeder. 

 

You can use cereal and seeds to 

help you.  Some cereals can be 

threaded so they can hang for 

the birds or squirrels to reach and 

feed from. 
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Communication and Language 
Context: Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 

In the story The Squirrels who Squabbled Cyril and Bruce 

squabble and do not want to be friendly to each other.  

Use your favourite toys to tell a ‘squabble’ story.  What will they 

squabble about?  

Who has the best stick? 

Who has the last cupcake? 

Who gets to play on the swings?  

Take a photograph of you telling your 

own squabble story. What inspired your writing today?  

I was inspired by… 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Context: Self-confidence and awareness   

Cyril and Bruce learnt it is best to 

share.  Do something together with 

people in your family – baking, 

crafting, building a den, playing a 

game etc.  Share the roles and 

responsibilities. 

How did sharing help you complete your goal? 

Sharing helped me to … because… 

 

Physical Development 

Context: Moving and handling   

Cyril and Bruce go on an adventure, under, over and through 

objects. 

Can you create your own obstacle course?  What do you 

have at home to help you create your course? 

Here are some obstacle course ideas that may inspire you. Film 

and share how you completed your course. 

 

  Materials you could use:  

• Sticky Notes 

• Marker 

• Letter Flash Cards 

• Empty bottle 

• Toothpicks 

• Tray 

• 10 paper or plastic cups 

• Tape 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4gKBL0-M6c&feature=emb_title&gl=GB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKF6iPL3kTc&feature=youtu.be
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Expressive Arts and Design  

Context: Exploring and using media and materials 

Summer days are on their way.  Create your own nature diary documenting all the 

things you can see in your outside spaces. 

 

Are there any new plants blooming?  What wildlife can you see hiding in the shadows? 

Draw and label what you find and you’re your own sun print to your diary.   

 

Create your own sun print, find out how by clicking on the link.  

 

   
 

 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-an-easy-sun-print.html

