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Aims of this session: 

• Outline the expectations in Reception for writing. 

• Explain how we teach writing in the EYFS. 

• Give you some ideas on how you can support writing at 

home. 



Writing is very tricky!

• Before children can hold a pencil or write they must be physically 
ready.



For handwriting children need to be well co-ordinated through their 
whole body, not just their hands and fingers.

• Large Motor Skills Strengthening the upper body-wide circular  movements from 
the shoulder.

• Small physical movements  (fine motor skills)

As young children develop the muscles in their hands, they develop the strength 
they need for the fine motor skill needed for writing.





Writing expectations in Reception 

• Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 

• Begins to break the flow of speech into words. 

• Continues a rhyming string. 

• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

• Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

• Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 

• Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

Early Learning Goal 

• Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They 

also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 



How we teach writing in the EYFS 

• Mark making opportunities 

• Modelling writing initial sounds 

• Writing down things children say to support their developing understanding that what they 

say can be written down and then read and understood by someone else. 

• Model writing for a purpose, e.g. a shopping list, message for parents, or reminder for 

ourselves. 

• Model writing poems and short stories, writing down ideas suggested by the children. 

• Provide activities during which children will experiment with writing, for example, leaving 

message. 

• Include opportunities for writing during role-play and other activities e.g. Clip boards in the 

Doctors Surgery . 

• Encourage the children to use their phonic knowledge when writing. 

• Daily focus writing activities linked to literacy and phonics lessons in Reception 



Stages of writing



At this stage the marks made go across the page from left to right. 

These are often zigzags and wavy lines. The child has a clear idea of 

the  marks they want to make and can give meaning  to them.



A child may move on to make individual marks  and begin to use some 

recognisable letters from  their own name to communicate a message.

They are beginning to understand that drawing  and writing are different.



At this stage the child is using their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 
which match their spoken sounds. They can write sentences which can  be 
read by others. Some words are spelt correctly  and others are phonetically 
plausible.



They can also write some irregular common  words. This writing meets the 
criteria for the Early Learning Goal in writing which is the expected level for 

children at the end of  Reception.



Handwriting

We model how to form letters correctly using pre-cursive, so  that children 
can eventually acquire a fluent and  legible handwriting style. These skills 
develop  over a period of time.



Seeing themselves as writers

• We want children to be able to write for a variety of purposes

• Functional writing : lists, letters, signs

• Imaginative writing – stories, poems and songs. We want children to become imaginative 

storytellers and eventually as they progress through the school – imaginative storywriters.

• This is where imaginative play and sharing stories are invaluable.  Children can’t write 

stories if they don’t hear stories.

• The more stories that children hear, then the more story book language they absorb –

especially from traditional tales phrases such as “once upon a time”, “happily ever after” 

and expressions such as “burst into tears” instead of just “cried ”.

• Through hearing lots of stories, children become aware of the different kinds of characters 

that you meet in a story and of the kinds of adventures and misadventure that characters 

have.

• Children soak up this knowledge and use the words and ideas that they’ve heard in stories, 

as well as their own personal experiences, when they begin to create stories themselves.



Have a look at some examples of writing in 
Reception. 



What can you do at home to support writing? 

• Encourage child to use correct pencil grip (tri-pod grip) 

• Notice and encourage the marks children make and the meanings that they give to them, 

such as when a child covers a whole piece of paper and says, “I’m writing”. 

• Support children in recognising and writing their own names. 

• Make books with children of activities they have been doing, using photographs of them 

as illustrations. 

• Encourage children to use their phonics when writing. 

• Talk to children about the letters that represent the sounds they hear at the beginning of 

their own names and other familiar words. 

• Demonstrate how to segment the sounds(phonemes) in simple words and how the sounds 

are represented by letters (graphemes). 

• When you write with your child use lower case letters except at the beginning of a 

sentence or name.

• Support and scaffold individual children’s writing as opportunities arise. 

• Build up their confidence! 

• Have fun paper and pens to write with at home linked to your child’s interest. 



Be a good example!



Thank you for coming.

Are there any questions????


