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Reading – An African Dream 
“Winta! Let’s explore,” Genat called to her sister. “We’ll be back 

home in ten minutes Auntie.”  

And before Muluken could reply, Genat ran swiftly barefoot 

towards the river, her sister following closely behind.  

Here Genat felt free. She climbed and climbed, getting to a 

view point where she could see for miles. She could just make 

out the low building of her school, a journey she would 

undertake very soon, a journey of some six kilometres which 

would take her nearly an hour and a half to do. A journey she 

did not mind as school was her saviour. But more of this later.  

Genat breathed in the scenery, it really was spectacular. She 

loved it up here. She watched the monkeys chattering and 

laughing. She knew that this was not the image that many 

people around the world believed existed in Ethiopia. She had 

learnt about this at school. She looked down towards her own 

home and sighed. This was more like the picture the world knew 

about her country. Dry land, her people toiling away on 

parched land for whatever food they could get or farm. She 

thanked God for the blessing of the river nearby providing water 

to cook and clean. 

A lifeline.  

She could see her wonderful father, Nahom, toiling away with his 

tools, digging and attempting to break up the arid soil to give life 

to the produce which he would hope to sell. Genat’s heart 

swelled with pride as she admired her father’s dedication to his 

family. He would’ve been up at five and would continue to work 

industriously for many hours until the sun defeated him.  

“Come!” said Winta. “We must return to our village. We need our 

energy before our journey to school.” 

Returning to their hut, all the family were now up and preparing 

for breakfast. Sitting in a circle the family conversed. Father had 

returned and was grateful for the porridge set before him but no 

sign of mother. No sign of her until Saturday.  

Genat missed her mother dreadfully but she knew she was a 

lucky girl as so many of her family lived with her, either in this hut 

or in nearby ones – grandfathers, grandmothers, aunts, uncles, 

cousins. Genat was equally as proud of her mother as she was 

her father. Mahlet, for that was her name, worked as a teacher 

in a school some twenty-five kilometres away. It was a good job 

which her mother loved but it was an arduous, long journey so 

Mahlet boarded at the school during the week, returning if 

possible at the weekend to see her beloved family.  

 Lesson 1 – Fact Retrieval 

1. Who went with Genat to the 

river? 

2. What were the monkeys doing? 

3. What was her dad doing to the 

soil? 

4. What did Genat’s dad eat for 

breakfast? 

5. What job does Mahlet do? 

 

Lesson 2 – Inference 

1. Describe the contrast between 

Genat’s immediate environment 

and her more distant surroundings 

2. Why does Genat not mind the six 

kilometre walk to school every 

day? 

3. Why do you think when Genat 

has climbed to a view point, she 

‘breathes in the scenery’? 

 

Lesson 3 – Inference 

1. Why does Genat describe the 

river as a ‘blessing’? 

2. How can you tell Genat’s father 

is a hard worker? 

3. Why is Nahom digging and 

attempting to break the soil? 

4. At what time of day does this 

story take place? 

 

Lesson 4 – Clarifying 

1. Find two words that tells you that 

the soil is dry 

2. What were the family doing 

when they ‘conversed’? 

3. What does the word ‘arduous’ 

tell you about Mahlet’s journey? 

 

Lesson 5 – Evaluating 

1. Why does the author give the 

word ‘lifeline’ its own paragraph? 
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Lesson 1 

LI: To replicate the author’s style 

 Read the passage and make notes on how Imara’s thoughts and the Demon’s voice are 

different to one another. 

Write a paragraph switching between the two. Don’t forget to punctuate direct speech 

for the Demon 

“Stupid girl!” bellowed the Demon to Imara, as she just stood and stared blankly into the 

distance. “You know what to do so DO IT!” 

‘I can’t…can I? Surely this will bring further pain; pain not needed in the world.’ 

“Come on Imara…they want to see the Spirit Child.” 

‘Really,’ though Imara, ‘Is this what I should do?’ 

 

Lesson 2  

LI: To use repetition and rhetorical questions 

There are different types of repetition you can use to make your writing even more 

effective. 

Repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of several successive clauses that have 

different endings. 

“The spirits will look after you now. The spirits will protect you. The spirits will guide you.” 

Repetition of a word throughout a phrase, clause of sentence. 

“It is deadly, deadly, deadly!” Imara could not think of anything else. 

The last word of a sentence is the first word of the next sentence. 

It was done. Done for now. 

Repeat a sentence, word or phrase throughout the text, or use the same repetition at the 

beginning and end of the text. 

It was time.  

… 

It was time. 

A rhetorical question is a dramatic effect or to make a point rather than to get an answer. 

“ARE YOU STUPID?” screamed the Demon. 

This couldn’t be happening, could it? thought Imara, the same thing rotating her mind 

over and over again. 

“Do you really want to let all these people down?” questioned the Demon. 

 

Write different examples of repetition sentences and sentences with 

rhetorical questions that you could use in your writing. 

Reflection: Which sentence was your most effective and why? 

 

 

Lesson 2  

LI: To plan your narrative 

Using the skills learnt over the past few weeks, plan your narrative. You can use this 

template to help. 
 

Maths 
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Lesson 1 – Multiplying and dividing with decimals Application 

Use your prior learning from Autumn 1 to help you solve the following. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2 – Use division to solve problems Reasoning Application 

Using your knowledge from yesterday, solve the following questions. 

 
 

 

4.__8 ÷ 4 = 1.07          __.42 ÷ 6 = 2.07 
 

 

Lesson 3 - Fractions to percentages (understanding that percentages are out of 100) 

Fluency 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsxhfg8/articles/zstr6yc 

Use this link to see how to turn fractions into percentages.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lesson 4 - To recall and use equivalences between fractions, decimals and percentages. 

What is the 

product of A 

and B? 

Division You carry out the division as 

normal using short or long method. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsxhfg8/articles/zstr6yc
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 Use these steps to solve the following. 

  
 

Geography  

Lesson 1 There are lots of companies using illegally mined Coltan which has harmed the 

environment and exploited people.  Here are 2 graphs of different companies and how 

ethical they are.  The first one is from 2010 and second is from 2017. 
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Apple is one of the more ethical companies on the list in 2010.  What are 

the differences between the data on the graphs where Apple has moved 

from being low down on the list in 2010 to the top of the list in 2017? 

Why do you think this is?  

What steps do you think they have taken to now be a more socially 

conscious company? 

 

2. Read the following article: 

https://qz.com/307478/ethically-sourced-iphones-are-ruining-the-congo-go-see-the-

gorillas-and-help-save-it/ 

Write a reflection on whether they think companies like Apple are doing enough to help 

the situation based on all the information they have seen today. 

 
Coltan, mining, ethical, environment, gorillas, Congo, company 

 

Science 

Here is an example of a non-chronological report on how Polar Bears adapt to suit their 

environment. 

https://qz.com/307478/ethically-sourced-iphones-are-ruining-the-congo-go-see-the-gorillas-and-help-save-it/
https://qz.com/307478/ethically-sourced-iphones-are-ruining-the-congo-go-see-the-gorillas-and-help-save-it/
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Use this as a basis to research either a camel or crocodile and write notes as to how they 

adapt to their environment.  

 

Art 

Using materials available at home, create a background for your own Gorilla painting. 

Think about the use of smudging to create different texture and layer colours to show 

contrast.  

Use these pictures as inspiration. 

        
 

 


